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all claims to the estate of Warner Wormeley. By this time only 1,142
acres, a part of HManskin Lodge," was all that remained of this prop'
erty. Minor and Stanard, while serving as trustees, had in the course of
managing the W ormeley estate, been forced to sell all of W ormeley
Grove, and a portion of Manskin Lodge, in 1822. 19

John Wormeley sold his share ofhis father's property to his brother,
Carter, and, thus, the young doctor became the sole proprietor of
Manskin Lodge. He and the former Miss Lightfoot had ten children,
five born in Port Royal, and five born at Manskin, where the family had
become permanently established by 1851.20 Though Warner and Maria
W ormeley had once inhabited W ormeley Grove, none of the family
had ever lived at Manskin, and the only dwellings there were those of
the field hands and the tenants who worked the land. Dr. and Mrs.
W ormeley enlarged the overseer's house, and embellished its rooms
with new furniture and with silver and portraits from Rosegill. Among
Dr. W ormeley's possessions were the old seal of the Wormeley family,
graced by an agate handle; a pair of candlesticks whose bases were
engraved with the arms of the royal silversmith, no doubt the gift of a
grateful British monarch; and, a very large sterling tureen. 21 Dr. Wor,
meley also built a fine library.

Of the children, Sally Lightfoot W ormeley was the oldest. She was
followed by Warner Lewis, Ralph, William Baynham (called Bayn,
ham), Maria Carter, Sophie, Philip Lightfoot (called Lightfoot), Carter
Landon, William Braxton (called Willie), and Ellen Byrd Wormeley.
Sally was born with a hearing impediment which resulted later in total
deafness, Warner was born sightless, Ralph died as an infant, and
Baynham died when fifteen years of age. Of ten children, eight lived to
adulthood. 22

When Carter and Ellen W ormeley brought their family to Manskin,
the community around Old Church was filled with married couples
who, like themselves, had young children. As I have mentioned, up'
country King William was lonely territory, and to be nearer to his
sociable Hanover neighbors, Dr. W ormeley purchased from his friend
and distant cousin, Carter Braxton, five acres ofland in the forks ofthe
road below Old Church. Here the Wormeleys built a summer house
named HForkland."23 Near this parcel of ground was an eighteenth,
century farmhouse, also owned by Mr. Braxton. His nephew, Braxton
Garlick of Waterloo, in New Kent, used this dwelling as a summer
house, thus adding, during the warm months, another family to the
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congenial group already in Old Church. In 1853 the youngsters of the
neighborhood held their HQueen of May" celebration at ((Forkland,"
and Ella Bassett of HClover Lea" composed the recitations. 24

The Manskin household was rounded out by Northern governesses
whom Dr. W ormeley employed to teach his children. One of these
ladies came from Maine, and when young Baynham died in]uly, 1858,
one Miss Lishin was the children's teacher. 25

Maria Caldwell was somewhat overwhelmed by the sudden death of
her grandson, and sympathetically invited her son and his wife to join
her later that summer on a peregrination to the Rock Alum and White
Sulphur Springs.26 Dr. W ormeley declined this offer, and, in doing so,
he may have refused his mother's last great act of affection. A year after
her holiday, the former mistress of HWormeley Grove" came to her end
in a house which she and her daughter Sophia occupied in Richmond.
She was buried in a lot purchased by her children in Hollywood
Cemetery.27


